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IN THE CLAIMS 
The statusofjh eclaims as presently amended is as follows: 
1-10. (Canceled) 



11. (Currently Amended) A sheet processing apparatus comprising:, 

conveying means for conveying a sheet having a side edg^extending in a conveying 
direction of the sheet; 

sheet processing means for processing the sheet, tfe^M sheet processing means being 
movable in a width direction, which is perpendicular to toe conveying direction; 

first d etecting means for detecting the side edae of the sheet, said first detecting means 
being movable in the width direction together witlysaid sheet processing means; 

a-first moving means for moving said sh^et processing means and said fhstdetecting 
means in the width direction;-anrf 

second detecting means provided upstream Jilsaiii_£he_e^ means in the 

conveying direction, .fifrjleteding a leadit4 edge of the sheet: 

third detecting means for detecting a conveying amount by said conveying means after 
said second detecting means detects me leading edge of the sheet: 

determining means for determining a length of the sheet in the conveying direction: and 
control means for controlling said first moving means to move said sheet processing 
means and said first d etecting Aeans in predetermined timing and to stop said sheet processing 
means and said first detecting means from moving in the width direction in response to said first 
detecting means detectingohe side edge of the sheet. 

wherein said coj/troJ means controls the predetermined timing in accordance with the 
conveying amount defected by said third detecting means and the length determined bv said 
determining means/ so that said first detecting means detects the side edge of the sheet at a 
vicinity of a shee/processing position of the sheet at which said sheet processing means 
processes the shieet. 
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12. {Currently Amended) A sheet processing apparatus according to claim llC wherein said 
control means determines the predetermined timing based on srthe length/ft" the sheet in the 
conveying direction of the sheet. / 

13. (Previously Amended) A sheet processing apparatus accenting to claim 1 1, wherein said 
sheet processing means is adapted for processing plural types/of sheets of different lengths in the 
conveying direction of the sheets, and wherein said contro^means controls the predetermined 
timing depending on the length of each of the plural tyn^s of sheets in the conveying direction of 
the sheets. / 

14. (Previously Amended) A sheet processing apparatus according to claim 13, wherein if the 
sheet process is carried out on a sheet of a fi«ft size or a sheet of a second size having a larger 
length in the conveyi ng direction of the sheets than said sheet of the first size, said control means 
delays the predetermined timing for the ittieet of the second size with respect to the 
predetermined timing for the sheet ofme fir$t $\ze. - 

15. (Previously Amended) A $he# processing apparatus according to claim 13, wherein said 
control means sets the predetermined timing for each of said plural types of sheets to different 
values of timing according tc/the different lengths of said plural types of sheets in the conveying 
direction of the sheets $uchr that the detection of the side edge of each of the sheets is always 
carried out at the locatioi* close to said sheet processing position. 

16-18. (Canceled) I 

19. (Previously Amended) A sheet processing apparatus according to claim 1 1 5 wherein said 
control means jtauses said sheet processing means to process the sheet without stopping the 
conveyance df the sheet by said conveying means. 

' 3 
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20. (Original) A sheet processing apparatus according to claim 1 1 ; wherein/said sheet 
processing means includes punching process means for executing a puncjftng process on the 
sheet. / 

21 . (Previously Amended) A sheet processing apparatus according to claim 1 1 , wherein said 
sheet processing means processes the sheet without executing/ sheet aligning process on the 
sheet / 

22. (Previously Amended) A sheet processing apparatus according to claim 11, wherein said 
sheet processing apparatus is adapted for connecting/to an image forming apparatus for forming 
images on a sheet, and wherein said sheet processing means processes the sheet supplied from 
said image forming apparatus. / 

23-25. (Canceled) / 

26. (Currently Amended) A sheet processing apparatus according to claim 1 1, wherein said sheet 
processing means processes the sheeb&t a vicinity of a trailing end of the sheet, and wherein said 
control means controls the predetermined timing so that said first d etecting means detects the 
side edge of the sheet at a vicinityw-of a location at which said sheet processing means 
processes the sheet 

27-28. (Canceled) 

29. (Previously Added) 
processing means pun<^ 

30. (Previously A 
are aligned along 

4 
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. sheet processing apparatus according to claim 11, wherein said sheet 
; holes through the sheet. 




ed) A sheet processing apparatus according to claim 29, wherein the holes 
[ direction that is perpendicular to the conveying direction of the sheet. 
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31-32. (Canceled) a 

33. (Currently Amended) A sheet processing apparatus comprising: 
a conveyor that conveys a sheet having a side edge extending in a conveying direction of 

the sheet; / 

a sheet processor for processin g t h at processes the sheet, said sheet processor being 
movable in a width direction, which is perpendicular to the conveying direction; 

a first detector that detects the side edge of theyshect, said first d etector being movable in 
the width direction together with said sheet processor; 

a first moving device that moves said sheetfprocessor and said first detector in the width 
direction;-2md / 

a second detector that detects a leading/edge of the sheet, said second detector being 
provided upstream of ?ai,d sheet processor in yfte cgnveying direction; 

a third detector that detects a conve/ing amount by said conveyor after said second 
detector detects the leading edge Qf the shfot; 

a determining device that dtetern/ines a length of the sheet in the conveying direction: and 
a controller that controls said first moving device to move said sheet processor and said 
first detector in predetermined timing and to stop said sheet processor and said first; d etector from 
moving in the width direction in response to said firstdetector detecting the side edge of the 
sheet, / 

wherein said controllerycontrols the predetermined timing in.ac.cQrdance_with the 
cimyeylng amount dete^ determined by said determining 

device so that said first detector detects the side edge of the sheet at a vicinity of a sheet 
processing position of the/sheet at which said sheet processor processes the sheet. 

34. (Currently Amended) A sheet processing apparatus according to claim 33, wherein said sheet 
proces sing i ncis or Clinches holes through the sheet. 
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35. (Previously Added) A sheet processing apparatus according to claim 34, therein the holes 
are aligned along a direction that is perpendicular to the conveying diretfion of the sheet. 

36- (Currently Amended) A sheet processing apparatus according^to claim 1 1 , wherein said first 
detecting means comprises a light emitting part and a light recurving part to detect the side edge 
of the sheet. 

37. (Currently Amended) A sheet processing apparatus according to claim 11, further including 
second moving means for moving said fit$t_ detectinff means in the width direction before 
conveying the sheet. 



38. (Currently Amended) A sheet processing/apparatus according to claim 33, wherein said first 
detector comprises a light emitting part an<j4 light receiving part to detect the side edge of the 
sheet 



39. (Currently Amended) A sheet processing apparatus according to claim 33, further including a 
second moving device that moves ^aid first detector in the width direction before conveying the 
sheet 



40. (New) A sheet processing apparatus comprising: 

conveying means fo/ conveying a sheet having a side edge extending in a conveying 
direction of the sheet; 

sheet processing yfneans for processing the sheet, said sheet processing means being 
movable in a width direction, which is perpendicular to the conveying direction; 

first detecting means for detecting the side edge of the sheet, said first detecting means 
being movable in tile width direction together with said sheet processing means; 

moving means for moving said sheet processing means and said first detecting means in 
the width direction; 
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second detecting means provided upstream of said sheet processing means in the 
conveying direction, for detecting a leading edge of the sheet; 

third detecting means for detecting a conveying amount^y said conveying means after 
said second detecting means detects the leading edge of the st 

determining means for determining a length of the sheet in the conveying direction: and 

control means for controlling said moving meansoo move said sheet processing means 
and said first detecting means in predetermined timinafand to stop said sheet processing means 
and said first detecting means from moving in the \yidth direction in response to said first 
detecting m eans detecting the side edge of the she 

wherein said control means controls theypredetermined timing in accordance 'with the 
conveying amount detected by said third detecting means and the length determined by said 
determining means so that said first detecting means detects the side edge of the sheet at a 
vicinity of a sheet processing position of tjie sheet at which said sheet processing means 
processes the sheet, 

41 . (New) A sheet processing apparatus comprising: 

a conveyor that conveys a speet having a side edge extending in a conveying direction of 
the sheet; 

a sheet processor that processes the sheet, said sheet processor being movable in a width 
direction;, which is perpendicular to the conveying direction; 

a first detector that delects the side edge of the sheet, said first detector being movable in 
the width direction together with said sheet processor; 

a moving device thpt moves said sheet processor and said first detector in the width 
direction; 

a second detecto/ that detects a trailing edge of the sheet, said second detector being 
provided upstream of said sheet processor in the conveying direction; 

a third detectdr that detects a conveying amount by said conveyor after said second 
detector detects theyfrailing edge of the sheet; 
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a determini ng device that determines a length of the sheet in the conveying direction; and 
a controller that controls said moving device to move said sheet processor and said first 
detector in predetermined timing and to stop said sheet processor and/said first detector from 
moving in the width direction in response to said first detector detecting the side edge of the 
sheet, 

wherein said controller controls the predetermined tinting in accordance with the 
conveying amount detected by said third detector and the length determined by said determining 
device so that said first detector detects the side edge oftthe sheet at a vicinity of a sheet 
processing position of the sheet at which said sheet processor processes the sheet. 

42. (New) A sheet processing apparatus comprising: 

conveying means for conveying a sheej'having a side edge extending in a conveying 
direction of the sheet; 

sheet processing means for processing the sheet, said sheet processing means being 
movable in a width direction, which is perpendicular to the conveying direction; 

first detecting means for detecting the side edge of the sheet, said first detecting means 
being movable in the width directiori together with said sheet processing means; 

moving means for moving4aid sheet processing means and said first detecting means in 
the width direction; 

second detecting mean's provided upstream of said sheet processing means in the 
conveying direction, for detecting a trailing edge of the sheet; and 

control means for controlling said moving means to move said sheet processing means 
and said first detecting means in predetermined timing and to stop said sheet processing means 
and said first detectinfymcaris from moving in the width direction in response to said first 
detecting means detecting the side edge of the sheet, 

wherein saia control means controls said moving means to move said sheet processing 
means and said apt detecting means when the trailing edge of the sheet is detected by said 
second detecting means so that said first detecting means detects the side edge of the sheet at a 
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vicin ity of a sheet processing position of the sheet at which said sheet ^ocessing means 
processes the sheet. 



OA 



43. {New) A sheet processing apparatus comprising: 

a conveyor that conveys a sheet having a side edge ^tending in a conveying direction of 
the sheet; 

a sheet processor that processes the sheet, said/sheet processor being movable in a width 
direction, which is perpendicular to the conveying direction; 

a first detector that detects the side edge or the sheet, said first detector being movable in 
the width direction together with said sheet piwessor; 

a moving device that moves said sh^ processor and said first detector in the width 
direction; 

a second detector that detects a Hailing edge of the sheet, said second detector being 
provided upstream of said sheet processor in the conveying direction ; 

a controller that controls saiff moving device to move said sheet processor and said first 
detector and to stop said sheet pro/cssor and said first detector from moving in the width 
direction in response to said firetrdetector detecting the side edge of the sheet, 

wherein said controlleyxontrols said moving device to move said sheet processor and said 
first detector when the trailing edge of the sheet is detected by said second detector so that said 
first detector detects the sijfc edge of the sheet at a vicinity of a sheet processing position of the 
sheet at which said shee/processor processes the sheet. 
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